Ethnic conflicts in Nigeria: a study of TIV Jukunsocio economic perspective by Joshua, Ruth Yohanna
Persidangan Antarabangsa Kelesterian lnsan 2015 k a l ~  ke-2 (LNSAN 2015) 
Thc Royale Bintang Resort and Spa, Set.emban, 19 -20 Oktober 201 5 
ETHNIC CONFLICTS IN NIGERIA: A STUDY OF TIV 
JUKUNSOCIO ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE 
Ruth Yohanna Joshua 
Faculty of Science, Technology and Human Development (FSTPI), 
Universiti Tun Hussein Onn Malaysia (UTHM) 
rooteees@gmnil. com 
ABSTRACT 
Tiv-Jukun conflict has a long history of occurrence and 
reoccurrence over a period of time. In many instances, the 
conflict have resulted into destructions of lives and properties 
and internal displacement of the citizen. The conflict have 
affected the relationship between the two ethnic groups who had 
been living together cordially. Previous studies on the conflict 
have not given proper attention on socio-economic perspective 
on the conflict. This paper present the root and remote causes of 
Tiv Jukun conflict. Identifying the triggers and drivers of 
conflict between the two ethnic groups could help in bringing 
about a lasting solution to the crisis. hterview method was used 
to illicit the opinion of various demographics of both ethnic 
groups. Finding indicate among others competition over land 
resources and the desire for each ethnic group to attain political 
position, for the benefit of its ethnic group in terms of socio- 
economic amenities such as education, Healthcare services and 
employment. Towards peaceful co-existence Nigerian 
government should implement the report of the previous 
committees, proper sharing formula between the two ethnic 
group and need to address the issue of citizenship rights 
constitutionally. 
Keywords: Ethnicity and iden t i~ ,  Ethnic conflict, Human 
development 
INTRODUCTION 
Tiv-Jukun conflict has a long history of occurrence and reoccurrence over a 
period of time. According to Moti (2010) there has been periodic fighting 
between these two groups since the late 1950s, with sporadic outbreaks in 1959, 
1964,1976,1990- 1992, and again in 2000-2001. In many instances the conflict 
have resulted into destructions of lives and properties and internal displacement 
of the citizen. The conflict have affected the relationship between the two ethnic 
groups who had been living together cordially. There has been contention on 
citizenship between them. In broad terms, the Jukun claim to be the original 
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and jukun land are complex, and, therefore, require a strategy that recognizes 
this coinplexity (Utsaha, Ugbah, & Evuleocha, 2007). 
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